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SNAPSHOTS

By Heather Gula
The Humboldt Sun

WINNEMUCCA — The
Humboldt County Commission
fielded its first comments from
the public regarding the proposed
development of a landfill 25
miles west of town during their
July 6 meeting.

The commission voted unani-
mously to request a hearing on
the Nevada Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s (NDEP)
tentative approval for an air qual-
ity permit for Jungo Land and
Investment, Inc. (JLII) to con-
struct and operate a class 1 facil-
ity on Jungo Road in Humboldt
County. 

“I feel that the county com-
mission needs to be very
involved in this proposed use and
we have not done that yet. Now it
is time,” Commission Chair Tom
Fransway announced. “I am ask-
ing that the commission write a
letter to NDEP asking that they
come to Humboldt County and
have a hearing here. This is the
start of the commission’s
involvement in the process, and I
believe that we need to take a
good hard look at this and be
heavily involved and that is why
it is on the agenda.”

Commissioner Chuck Gior-
dano explained that although the
county commission has not been
involved in the process up to this
point, the proposal has come
before the Regional Planning
Commission (RPC) and the
county Landfill Committee for
vote.

“So I think we have already
been involved in it,” Giordano
said.

“Not to the extent we need to,
commissioner,” Fransway coun-
tered. 

Fransway then stated that the
issue of a landfill surfaced in the
county a number of years ago but
has never been formally

addressed by the county commis-
sioners themselves. This is a step
he feels is important considering
the volume and longevity of the
project.

He then asserted that the pro-
posed landfill has a lifespan of
five generations, will bring in
approximately 4,000 tons of
waste per day from portions of

northern California, including
San Francisco and Sacramento,
and would service approximately
10 million people. 

According to Fransway, the
Humboldt County landfill cur-
rently serves 18,000 people and
the annual amount of refuse that
comes into the landfill is 10,000
tons per year. 

“I feel that we need to be
heavily involved and make sure
that that is a suit that fits with
Humboldt County,” he said. “We
are talking about 100 years here.
I am not throwing up the flags, I
am just saying that the Humboldt
County Commission needs to be
involved every step of the way.”

“This ain’t Disneyland and we
need to take a look at this,” he
added. “We have the possibility
of serving 10 million people
along the railroad tracks, includ-
ing Nancy Pelosi’s country, and
it’s coming through our county,
our state. We want the commis-
sioners to take a look.” 

Attorney John Frankovich of
McDonald-Carano-Wilson, LLC
and Recology Planner Erin Mer-
ril represented JLII before the
commission. They objected to
the request for a hearing on the
air quality permit.

“The special-uses permit had
a number of conditions of
approval, one of which specifi-
cally required us to get an air
quality permit from the state of
Nevada,” Frankovich said. “It
seems a little bit inconsistent for
the commission, or the county, to
approve a project and then object
to one of the conditions that is set
on us.”

Frankovich explained that the
project has been in the works
since 2005. He said they fol-
lowed the proper chain of com-
mand and worked extensively
with the county at the staff level
prior to seeking application. 

As part of the approval
process, it came before the RPC
and the Landfill Committee in
2007. An application for a condi-
tional-use permit (CUP) was sub-
mitted to the RPC in January
2007. Following procedure for
the approval of a CUP, property
owners within 300 feet of the
proposed location would have
been notified of the consideration
of the permit. The CUP was
approved by unanimous vote,
with six of the eight-member
RPC board present for the April
12, 2007, meeting. No appeals
were filed against the approval,
allowing the company to seek
permits through NDEP without
coming before the county com-
mission for further approval.

Frankovich also claimed that
the matter went before the coun-
ty commission for a public hear-
ing in April 2007 and received
unanimous approval at that point.
There is no record of an agen-
dized item regarding JLII, nor
any issue related to the proposed
landfill coming before the com-
mission at that time.

“The county has not approved
anything,” Fransway stated. “The
Regional Planning Commission
has given you the opportunity to
take the next step through a con-
ditional-use permit. There is a lot
to go before the county signs on
to this. I assume there is a host
agreement, and if there is a host
agreement, I want to explain
right now that Humboldt County
will be in the driver’s seat on the
host agreement. So this, as far as
I’m concerned, is very prelimi-
nary. I am not saying that we are
throwing up any flags here, but I
will say to my knowledge there
has been no effort to court this
business, nor to recruit this to
Humboldt County. That came
from you folks.”
— See LANDFILL, Page Two —

Commissioners get input on proposed landfill
Public hearing
scheduled for
Aug. 19

HEATHER GULA • The Humboldt Sun
Massey Mayo of Dolan Law, LLC, was among those in the
community that chose to make public comment at the July
6 Humboldt County Commission meeting. Mayo requested
that the commission ask the Nevada Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to hold a public hearing in Humboldt
County regarding the tentative approval of an air quality
permit for the proposed landfill project in Desert Valley.

Sun Staff Report
WINNEMUCCA — Despite a

rainy and cool June, no new daily
records were set in Winnemucca
during the month.

Winnemucca received at least
a trace of precipitation on 18 of
the 30 days during June, with all
of the rain occurring in the first
20 days of the month.

The Winnemucca Municipal

Airport, where official records
are kept by the National Weather
Service, received 1.34 inches of
rain. The wettest June in history
was recorded in 1958, when 2.86
inches fell. The 1.34 inches of
precipitation was .65 inches
above the normal of .69. In a
release by the NWS, officials

said the June precipitation was
unremarkable compared to previ-
ous June’s. 

The average temperature in
Winnemucca in June was 63.1
degrees, which is 1.2 degrees
below normal. The below-normal
temperatures, were also unre-
markable compared to previous
June’s, according to the NWS. 

The hottest day in June was
recorded on June 29, when the
high was 99. A low of 35
occurred on June 22.

There were nine days of thun-
derstorms in Winnemucca, 16
days of light rain, five days of
rain and two days of heavy rain. 

— See RAIN, Page Two —

By Phillip Gomez
The Humboldt Sun

WINNEMUCCA — Three
roadway resurfacing projects
totaling more than $19 million
are about to get under way this
month in Winnemucca and in
Humboldt, Pershing and Lander
counties, following funding
made available by the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009, passed into law earlier
this year. 

The Nevada Department of
Transportation announced in
March that the economic stimu-
lus money provided by ARRA
and signed by President Barack
Obama in February allotted $201
million to Nevada for transporta-
tion improvements, part of over-
all stimulus funding totaling $1.5
billion for Nevada, according to
The Associated Press.

In the latest round of contrac-
tor bidding for federal projects,
NDOT is seeking $70 million for
road projects ranging from resur-
facing of high-priority rural road-
ways to restoration of the historic
Virginia & Truckee Railway in
Carson City to creation of an
overpass for antelope and deer
north of Wells. All the projects
are expected to be under con-
struction by early next year, but
regional roadway resurfacing
projects will probably be finish-
ing up by then. 

In north-central Nevada, three
resurfacing projects are sched-

uled for this summer. “It should
be close to getting under way —
this month for sure,” said NDOT
spokesman Scott McGruder.
“The projects will likely be com-
pleted before the end of the year,
depending on the weather,” he
added.

McGruder said the federal
stimulus money will indirectly
“give a shot in the arm to rural
communities” with workers
spending money for food, goods
and services. Additionally, Neva-
da taxpayers will be saved more
costly reconstruction expenses
down the road for roadways
resurfaced this year. If the $201
million had not become available
as a result of the stimulus pack-
age, McGruder said, there’s a
good chance the resurfacing
work would have been deferred.
Furthermore, with contractors
feeling the pinch of the econom-
ic contraction, bids for construc-
tion jobs have come in lower
than usual.

“We are getting very good
bids,” said McGruder. “The con-
tractors are hungry; we have to
go with the lowest bid.”

The three overall projects,
their costs and the selected con-
tractors are as follows:

• $6.3 million (originally bud-
geted for $8.1 million) for
repaving West Winnemucca
Boulevard from Interstate 80,
interchange No. 173 (Pilot Trav-
el Center) past interchange No. 
— See ROADS, Page Two —

Stimulus money to be used
for area roadway projects 

Rain, cooler temps prevail in June
Denio reports
record amount 
of precipitation

DALE HARTLEY • Special to the Sun
A rainbow appears in front of this mountain near U.S. 95 and Orovada on the afternoon
of June 15. Humboldt County reported higher-than-normal amounts of rainfall and cooler
temperatures during the month of June. 

June rain totals —
Winnemucca 1.34 inches
Denio 3.79
Orovada 3.47
McDermitt 3.42
Paradise Valley 1.55
— National Weather Service
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RENO (AP) — A domestic
horse found loose in Nevada with
the brand cut out of its hide is
drawing outrage from equine
advocates concerned about the
growing number of horses aban-
doned in the wild. 

Humane Society officials
believe the brand was removed so
the 2½-year-old mare couldn’t be
traced to its owner, representing
one of the worst cases of abuse
involving an abandoned domestic
horse in the country. 

The animal was found last
week near Round Mountain, a
remote mining community about
230 miles southeast of Reno. Its
brand — which functions like a
car’s license plate — was
removed in a 6-by-8-inch (15-by-
20-centimeter) patch from its left
hip. 

The horse is expected to

recover and was to be transported
last weekend to a sanctuary in
California operated by the horse
advocacy group Return to Free-
dom. 

The case is under investigation
by the Nevada agriculture depart-
ment, which so far has one poten-
tial lead on the horse’s owner,
spokesman Ed Foster said. He
didn’t elaborate. 

Idaho state Brand Commis-
sioner Larry Hayhurst said he’d
never heard of a brand being
removed from a live horse. 

“That’s about as cruel as it
gets,” he said. “Get yourself a tat-
too and cut it off, and it would be
the same thing. It’s like skinning
you alive.” 

The case has outraged animal
protection groups and prompted
the Humane Society of the United
States to offer a $2,500 reward for

information leading to a convic-
tion. 

“We need to send a strong
message that this sort of abuse
won’t be tolerated,” said Stacy
Segal, Humane Society equine
protection specialist. 

While no group keeps track of
how many horses have been
abandoned nationwide, some
Western states have reported a
surge in the problem. Experts
attribute the increase to the falter-
ing economy, saying it’s forcing
some horse owners to choose
between feeding their families
and their horses. 

Nevada agriculture officials
have picked up more than 100
domestic horses from the range
this year, including 90 in the past
three months, Foster said. That’s
up from a previous high of 63 last
year and 12 the year before. 

Wyoming Brand Commission-
er Lee Romsa said his state has
handled more than 100 such cases
this year, up from 50 last year and
an average of six to eight cases
before that. 

Foster said some owners think
their horses will be fine in the
wild, but that’s not the case.
Domestic horses are rejected by
wild herds and usually die after
being unable to find water and
forage. 

In Idaho, Hayhurst said he’s
dealt with about 70 abandoned
horse cases over the past year,
compared with the usual handful.
He said another factor is the ban on
horse slaughterhouses in the U.S. 

“Unfortunately, slaughter-
houses are a necessary evil,'' Hay-
hurst said. “Without being able to
ship a horse to a slaughterhouse,
people turn them loose.” 

GOLD SILVER 
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Wednesday $909.10 $12.85
Thursday $912.30 $12.82
Friday $913.00 $12.65

(Cont. from Page One)
According to county records,

Fransway is correct in stating
that the commission has not
voted on any item specifically
related to the JLII project. How-
ever, in October 2007, the com-
mission voted on an agendized
item regarding the possible adop-
tion of an ordinance amending
chapter 13.12 of the Humboldt
County Code (HCC) to authorize
acceptance of solid waste from
outside the landfill district; and
providing other matters properly
related thereto.

During the commission meet-
ing on Oct. 15, 2007, then-Chair-
man John Milton asked for pub-
lic comment and none was
offered. A motion followed to
approve an amendment to the
ordinance and was approved by
unanimous vote.

Planning Department Admin-
istrative Clerk Dana Toth stated
that although, per procedure, no
public notification was given
outside of the required 300 feet,
all agendas, records and minutes
of the RPC meetings are avail-
able as public information
through the Planning Department
office, and interested individuals
are welcome to request such
records.

At the meeting held last week
Commissioner Garley Amos
asked that the county continue
working with the group through
the permitting process.

“We’ll give our blessing right
now to continue the permitting
process,” he said. “I think it
would behoove you folks to have
some sort of public meeting and
explain what is going on to elim-
inate some of the fear factor.”

Fransway countered Amos’
statement: “I would encourage

that, but I certainly don’t think it
is time for us to give our blessing
to anything today.”

Fransway then opened the
issue for public comment.

There was objection to a pub-
lic comment period from other
commissioners and from
Frankovich, who asserted that the
issue was not agendized for pub-
lic comment and that the scope of
the discussion was too limited to
allow sufficient input. As a result,
the subject of public comment
was limited to statements of
whether the commission should
request an air quality hearing or
not.

Resident Phil Jacka made a
brief comment on the issue,
requesting the hearing be pur-
sued.

Barbara Willard of Win-
nemucca also approached the
commission. She said, “I’ve been
waiting for two hours to address
the garbage dump issue if you
wouldn’t mind.” 

The commission declined any
comment not directly related to
the request for a hearing on
NDEP’s tentative approval of an
air quality permit.  

Humboldt County resident
Katherine Jones asked two ques-
tions of the commission regard-
ing the air quality permit. The
first addressed who would be the
responsible party if the project
were allowed. 

“I saw four names in the
newspaper and that can spell
trouble if you have to pinpoint
something retroactively,” she
said. 

Secondly, she asked what
Humboldt County’s interest in
housing the landfill would be.

Fransway explained that those
were questions which could be

addressed if a hearing is held.
The last resident to make pub-

lic comment was Massey K.
Mayo, an associate attorney for
Dolan Law, LLC, who stated she
was speaking on behalf of herself
and Robert Dolan.

“I am here today to encourage
the commissioners to go ahead
and request a public hearing
through the Nevada Department
of Environmental Protection,”
Mayo said. “On Friday, July 3,
myself and Bob Dolan both sub-
mitted a letter to the Nevada
Department of Environmental
Protection requesting the same
hearing.”

She went on to explain that in
connection to that letter they had
outlined a number of issues
directly related to air quality. 

Additionally, the two local
attorneys have conducted an ini-
tial review into the CUP, and it is
their belief that the company
seeking the permit included
materially misleading statements
in their application.

Specifically, she mentioned
the statement regarding the effect
the landfill would have on abut-
ting properties. According to
Mayo, the company indicated
that there would be no impact
whatsoever to abutting proper-
ties. 

“Certainly the implications of
importing 68 mega grams of
garbage into the local community
will have an impact and the con-
nection would likely be on our air
quality,” she said. 

Additionally, Mayo stated that
the CUP did not address the issue
of odor. She feels this will be a
significant issue considering the
high winds in the area and the
location only 25 miles to the west
of the city of Winnemucca. She

added that the commission
should seek an independent find-
ing to determine what the wind
currents in the area are to deter-
mine the prevailing wind flows.
They should also conduct a study
to determine the level of dust and
particle materials out of that area
that Winnemucca is currently
being subjected to.

“This is an initial process, I
too agree,” she said. “And in
regards to educating the commu-
nity, I strongly encourage the
commission to do their own
investigation and not rely simply
on the data that is provided by the
company who is seeking this per-
mit.” 

NDEP Public Information
Officer Jill LuFrano said they
received letters requesting a pub-
lic hearing on the air quality per-
mit from seven separate parties,
including the Humboldt County
Commission. LuFrano explained
that the NDEP will schedule a
hearing anytime they are made
aware of significant public con-
cern over an issue.

“We want to be responsive to
the concerns of the commission
and also allow a forum for the
community to get together and
discuss the application,” LuFrano
said.

The NDEP has since released
a legal notice explaining that a
public hearing on the matter will
be held on Wednesday, Aug. 19,
at 6 p.m. in the commission
meeting room of the Humboldt
County Courthouse. For more
details, see legal number 24094
in the Classifieds section of this
issue of the Humboldt Sun or
legal number 24094 in the July
16 — 22 issue of the Lovelock
Review-Miner.

(Cont. from Page One)
178 (East Second Street), and
north on U.S. 95 about six miles.
Q & D Construction Co. has the
contract.

• $10.8 million (originally bud-
geted for $20 million) for
repaving I-80 from about three
miles west of the Rye Patch inter-
change to about two miles east of
the Humboldt interchange. A & K
Earth Movers Inc. has the con-
tract.

• $1.8 million (originally bud-
geted for $2.8 million) for
repaving 2.3 miles of I-80 near the

Humboldt-Lander County line
(eastbound lanes only). Frehner
Construction Co. has the contract. 

Thirty percent of the $201 mil-
lion, or more than $60 million,
was earmarked for highway
improvements in Clark County
and Washoe County, with $7 mil-
lion —  just over 14 percent —
allocated for rural Nevada. When
all the transportation dollars have
been spent, Clark County will
have received just over half the
money, with Washoe County
receiving just 13 percent, the AP
reported.

(Cont. from Page One)
There were also seven days of fog and two days of haze. A gust of

43 mph was recorded on June 19.
However, other parts of Humboldt County picked up much more

precipitation than Winnemucca. Denio topped the list at 3.79 inches
of rain, which was the wettest June in history there, since weather
records have been kept starting in 1911. 

Orovada topped out at 3.47 inches and McDermitt 3.42, which
ranked both in the top five wettest June’s of all time. Paradise Valley
picked up 1.55 inches of rain.

The wicked weather has continued into July. A tornado warning
was issued on Friday, July 3, after a severe thunderstorm was report-
ed about 30 miles east of McDermitt along the Nevada/Oregon bor-
der. As of Monday, Winnemucca has received .34 inches of rain in
July, with all of it occurring on July 2. 

RAIN ROADS

LANDFILL

Horse found with brand cut out of hide near Round Mountain 
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